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By H. D. 8. Greemvay -

Waushington Post “ou.:n Service
BANGKOX, March 25—0n Tuesdav
it will ‘be seven years te the day since

“James 1.

W,

Tho

mpson disappeared

without a trace in the Cameron High-

lands of N

alaysia,

After seven years,

the couris are entitled to declare him

legally dead,
been solved.

but the' case has rever

Not a sin¢le clue has proved reliable
and, as one of his close friends snid

last wecek,

lous "

“All

¢ theories ave

"The life of 1h]< American expatriate

was ilself
and

pearance I

more romantic and controv ex sial m\s-,-

dimprobable
fantasies concerning

ave bhec

terics of the East.
Thompson came to Bangkok.” nuht

after World
the Office

\\ ar

of Stra

and the {acts
his disap-
come once of the

Ll as an oificer in

legic Scrvices, the

forerunner of the Central Intelligence

-Agency.

He decided to stav on in the

~ East and built the weaving of silk in
“Thailand up from a small and dying
cottage indusiry i

world.

business. known
He was a great raconteur and

nto a muttimillion
all over the

entertained often in his beautiful and
thcatnwl Thai-siyle house on a canal.

e beeame a legondary

n(‘tu

local char-

and during thc 19505 and carly

- 16€0s an intraduction to Jim Thomp-

“son was eagerly

.

“for

tors to Bangkok.

On-.March 26, 1967,
visiling (riends in the

sought-after by visi-

Thompson was
Cameron High-

lands resort in Malaysia. It was Easter

Sunday and, following a picnic lunch,
the: house party of four
the carly
Thompson may

their

a nap.

cotiage

in

retwrned to
afternoon
have sat

out on the lawn while the others dozed

in their rooms, it is not certain,
sshortly after

]

3 pm,

but
his friends heard

im-
probable and some of them are rl(hcu :

/A it t/{,l

m.he sound of a deck chair
chmg_ placed on the veranda
‘and the sound of footsteps
going down the gravel dnv
Lo the road.

- It was pxesumed that the
fr)otsteps were Thnmpsons
.1.1(( that he was going for a

stroll. But no one is sure,
‘im ’J'hompgon was never
'xeen or heard from again.
Later his suit coat was

‘found over the back of the
Jdeck chair and in his room
-were his cigavettes and

‘some pills he took to kill the

- pain of galistones.'
27 The Cameron Highlands
-are well laid out for hikers
“with numerous footpaths,
‘but closing in on every side
Lare some of the most impen-
‘etrable jungles in the world.
It was first assumed {hat
“Thompson had lost his way
or perhaps wandered oif the
irail, The following morning
the search began with po-
‘licemen, soldiers, volunteers
-and even local aborigines
“from the forests joimng in.
* . The woods were combed
-for 10.days, but nothing was
“found. It was then that
‘minds began to turn toward
‘more &inister suspicions.
“Might there have been foul
“play, perhaps a kidnaping?
JMyriads of mystics and Jocal
«witch doctors descended on
“the highlunds. A Dutch
‘clairvoyant named Peter
“Tlurkoes, who had become fa-
smoug for his eeric revela-
«tions during” the DBoston
wstrangler  murder case,
~showed-up in the lnﬂhlm’dq
~and said that Thompson had
*Been kidnaped by someone
Iknown to him, drugged and
“taken to Cambodia,
¢ Al Thompson’s carlier
+OSS days were recalled as
Ywas his association with the
former Thai Premier Pridi
Phamnomyong,  leader  of
‘the  anti-dapanese  under-
,f'lmm(] in Thailand during
the war, who, when Thomp-
eson disappeared. was in ex-
Sile in Chinal Tt was recalled
vthat during the late 191us
"'J'h()mme also knew many
rantll rench Vietnamese,
v.(,nmbuumns and Laotians as
vl .
v If. lhompsun was m.t kid-
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By Ken Burgess-~The Washington Post

Thompson was last seen
in Cameroa Mighlands.

~—perhaps he had heen kid-
naped for political reasons.
Perhaps he had gone volun-
tarily on some secret mis<
sion. )

“Thompson was 61 when he
disappeared and it bad been
20 years since his cloak and
dagger days. Nonetheless,
the idea that he might -have
been involved in some high-
legel espionage persisted.

LEarly in the case, a well-
known British jungle ex-
pert, Richard Noone, de-
claved that it was most un-
likely that” Jim Thomuvson
had heen lost in the junsle.
Noone knew {he Cameron
Highlands well from his ex-
perience as an anti-guerrilla
{fighter, and soon afier
Thompson’s disappearance
he went there to talk to the
aboriginal tribes who live in
the forest. Noone’s position
was that you just do not
lose a man in the junzle. not
if you kaow how to read the
signs. If Thompson had heen
caten by a tiger or {allen in
a ravine, the aboriginals
would have found some
trace, Noone said. Yet there
was no(hin"»-nn spot of
blood, not “even a vulture
wheceling in lhc sky.

Later it was  suncesicd
that he had been kidnaped
and murdered to cover ‘up
some davk secret in Thai-
land, the nature of which
hag never been agreed upon,
'I'hc (mm\h"(\' and murder

“ories. In recent years,

was brutally murdéred im
her house in Pennsylivania.
As the years passed noth-
ing appeared either to pi‘cve
or disprove any of these the-
the
secret mission theory has
date, favors the theory that

faded given that the Ameri-
can troop withdrawal from

Vietnam and the Paris
agreements  have . taken
place  apparently without

Jim Thompson's help. But
the murder theory has rot

- abated even though no one

v

. lhe

has come up with a
motive.

Thempson'’s friend and bi-
ographer, William Warren.
whose book “The Legendavy -
American” is the most com- -
plete study of the case to
dale, favors the theory that .
Thompson was lost in the
jungle as the least improba- -
ble of the many theories
that have been presented.
Richard  Noone  notwith-
stangimgz, Warren feels that
thoroughness of the .

earch has been exagzer-
atcd. given the extreme dif-
ficulty of<he terrain,

. Connie Mongskau, an old
friend who accompanied
Thompson on his Malavsian
holiday seven years azo0,

says that she does not l‘e-
lieve that Jim Thompson is
still alive. She leans toward
the Warren theory that if
Thompson-is ever found it
will probably be in the Cam--
eron Highlands.

During the war. Jim
Thompson had been trainasd
to parachute imo Thailand
behind the Japanese linegs.
but the Javanese surren
dered literally as T homp-
son’s nlane was in the air.

Ie had attended St. Paul's
School and Princeton Uni.
versity and during the 1039
he lived a deh]OﬂSblC life in
New York. But his bpisf
marriaue did not snrvive the
war anid ‘b Aurned his hack®
on his jorna™ fife to seld e
in Banukok, - .

His great commercinl Ste-
eSS WAS in oruanizng silk. .
weaving into  an industry
and  selling  thes product -
overseas, AMany Americans,
first noticed the howutiful
textures and rich eolors of
Thai sitk when Jim T homp-
son's silk was (hown {or the

concrete
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